Autism

Autism is a developmental disorder that affects brain functions. It is character- ized by poor development of communication skills, social skills, and reasoning. Children may appear normal until almost three years old, although some show signs of autism younger than a year of age. Symptoms include lack of eye contact, obsessive behavior, failure to communicate with words, violent tantrums, and repetitive movements such as rocking. Those with autism may not respond to people or may focus on one object for long periods of time. They often doggedly stick to certain routines and rituals, becoming very upset when these patterned behaviors are changed. When autistic people do speak, they usually refer to themselves by name instead of using the pronouns “I” or “me.”

Some people with autism, called autistic savants, have extraordinary skills not exhibited by most persons. There are many forms of savant abilities. The most common forms involve mathematical calculations, memory feats, artistic abilities, and musical abilities. A mathematical ability which some autistic individuals display is calendar mem- ory. If you give them a month, day, and year, they will tell you what day of the week it was. Others can multiply and divide large numbers in their head with little or no hesitation.
