San Francisco

The city of San Francisco is located on the tip of the San Francisco Peninsula in Northern California. The city is famous for its forty-three hills, all of which are within city limits. Several islands are a part of the city, including Alcatraz Island and Treasure Island.

On the morning of April 18, 1906, a major earthquake struck San Francisco, destroying about three-quarters of the city. The citizens quickly rebuilt, however, cele- brating the rebirth of their city at the Panama-Pacific International Exposition in 1915. In the years that followed, San Francisco established itself as a financial center. When the stock market crashed in 1929, not a single city-based bank failed. In fact, it was during the Great Depression that the city began two great engineering projects—the building of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge and the Golden Gate Bridge. It was also in this period, in August 1934, that the island of Alcatraz, a former military stockage, became a federal prison. During its twenty-nine years as a prison, the jail housed such notorious figures as Machine Gun Kelly, Robert Franklin Stroud (the Birdman of Alcatraz), and Al Capone. The facility also housed the prison staff and their families.
